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COMMUNITY WATER PROJECT  

Report  from Ogilvie High School    

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Grade 7 Science syllabus at Ogilvie includes a unit which looks at the interaction of living 
things and their environment.  Since water is such an important part of this environment we 
study the chemistry, unique nature and environmental importance of water in our world.  We 
also investigate the value and uses of water and issues such as its misuse, recycling and 
conservation.  
The focus of this water investigation for class 7W1 in 2006 was the water usage within the 
school.  
 
THE PROCESS: 
 
The class consisted of 29 students ranging in age from 12 to 13 years.   
They were divided into 4 groups of 7 to 8 students and each group was given a task to 
perform. 
They had to research and prepare material about one aspect of water use within our school 
community, which consists of 1197 people; students, teachers and non-teaching staff 
The class had approximately 2 weeks to complete their research. 
The findings of the class were presented to the Principal, Mrs. Judy Timbs, representative of 
the School Association, Mr. Frank McCann and government representative Mr. Doug 
Parkinson, as part of Science Week celebrations in August 2006.  They also produced 
posters and displays to help raise the awareness of water conservation within the school.  
Data from the water usage audit was utilised to help prepare and submit a submission for a 
Federal Government Community Water Grant.  Ogilvie High School was successful in 
receiving a grant, which has been used to install water saving devices around the school.  
These include spring loaded taps, dual flush toilets and soil moisture sensors. 
 
THE FUTURE: 
 
The class have taken ownership of the project and followed it through in their Society and 
History and Literacy classes this year.  They helped organise the launch of the Community 
Water Grants by Senator Eric Abetz at Ogilvie.   
The proposal is for them to do another audit in 2008 and use the data to make further 
recommendations to school management about water conservation in the school. 

Ogilvie High School was also successful in being chosen as one of twelve pilot 
schools in Tasmania to participate in the Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative 
(AuSSI).  We will develop a whole school environment plan and the community water 
project will be an on-going focus of this plan.   

 

 

Heather Omant 

Learning Area Leader 

Ogilvie High School  
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OGILVIE HIGH SCHOOL 

COMMUNITY WATER PROGRAM 

 

 

 

ASSESSING: Scient if ic Inquiry 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

We have learned t hat  w at er  is a very im por t ant  chem ical t hat  is essent ial for  all 

living t h ings.  It  is recycled in  nat ure by m eans o f  t he w at er  cycle but  w at er  is a 

precious com m odit y w hich w e shou ld conserve and use w isely. 

Our  school com m unit y uses and w ast es w at er  all t he t im e in a var iet y of  w ays. We 

w ill be invest igat ing  t he m anner  in  w hich w at er  is used and m eans by w hich w e 

can help w it h t h is as ind ividuals and as a school.  

 

 

WHAT TO DO 

You w ill be allocat ed t o a group and given a t ask t o per form  w hich looks at  

d if ferent  aspect s o f  w at er  usage around our  school.   

We w ill survey t h is usage, research and m ake suggest ions w hich w ill help t he 

Ogilvie High School com m unit y.  We have access t o t he lapt ops and com put ers in  

W9 over  t he next  t w o w eeks t o help w it h our  invest igat ions.  

Af t er  per form ing t he t ask your  group w ill repor t  back t o t he rest  of  t he class 

about  your  f ind ings, research and suggest ions.  

You have approxim at ely t w o w eeks t o w ork on your  t asks.  
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TASK ONE 

 

THE WATER USED BY FLUSHING TOILETS 

 

Flushing t o ilet s in  t he school use a large am ount  o f  w at er .  Our  t o ilet s are o lder  

ones and m ost  are single f lush.  

 

 

WHAT TO DO 

 Make a list  of  t he num ber  of  t o ilet s in  each b lock w it h in t he school.  You 

m ight  like t o allocat e a d if ferent  area for  each person t o survey. 

 What  t ype o f  t o ilet s are t hey- sing le f lush or  dual f lush? 

 Research t he am ount  o f  w at er  w hich is used each t im e t he t o ilet s are 

f lushed and est im at e how  m uch w at er  is used daily in  each b lock and as a 

school as a w hole.  

 Pro ject  t h is t o est im at e t he usage over  t he school year . 

 Research t he am ount  o f  w at er  w hich can be saved by using  dual f lush 

t o ilet s- use in form at ion on t he int ernet  and f rom  plum bing suppliers. 

 Find out  t he approxim at e cost  o f  replacing all t he schoo l t o ilet s w it h m ore 

w at er  ef f icient  ones.  

 Make a group recom m endat ion w hich you can present  t o  t he class.   
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TASK TWO 

 

THE WATER USED BY TAPS 

There are m any t aps w it h in  t he school, in  t he t o ilet s, t he kit chens and t he science 

laborat or ies. 

 

 

WHAT TO DO 

 Survey t he d if ferent  areas of  t he school w hich use t aps. 

 List  t he d if ferent  t ypes of  t aps and est im at e w hat  t he w at er  usage is: 

 dur ing a single use 

 over  t he day  

 over  t he schoo l year  

 Research alt ernat ive t ap t ypes and t he d if ference in w at er  use, for  

exam ple aut om at ic t urn  of f  t aps in t he t o ilet s. 

 Est im at e how  m uch w at er  could  be saved by changing t he t aps. 

 Est im at e t he cost  o f  rep lacing t he t aps w it h m ore w at er  ef f icient  ones. 

 Prepare a group repor t  t o  present  t o t he class. 
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TASK THREE 

 

 

THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM 

Wat er ing our  school grounds uses a large am ount  of  w at er .  There are aut om at ic 

spr inklers in  p lace w hich w ork on a t im er , but  you m ay have not iced t hat  t he 

grass is w at ered in w et  w eat her  as w ell as dry.  

 

 

WHAT TO DO 

 Survey w here t here are spr inklers around t he school and show  t hem  on a 

m ap.  

 List  ot her  w ays in w hich  w at er  is used in t he garden and grounds, such as 

hand held hoses 

 Est im at e how  m uch w at er  is used by ir r igat ion.  You m ay have t o ask Mrs. 

Voss in  t he of f ice if  she can g ive you t h is in form at ion. 

 Research ot her  alt ernat ive t ypes of  spr inklers w hich reduce w at er  usage. 

 Find out  t he d if ference w et ness sensors w ou ld m ake t o t he w eekly an d 

year ly w at er  use on ir r igat ion. 

 Are t here any ot her  suggest ions w hich w ou ld help, like drought  resist ant  

grass?  Would it  be cost  ef fect ive t o replace exist ing  grass? 

 Prepare a repor t  t o  present  your  group f indings t o t he class. 
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TASK FOUR 

 

 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

The school com m unit y as a w hole can help reduce w at er  usage in  m any w ays. 

These can include t urn ing of f  t aps w hen not  in  use, t urn ing t hem  of f  m ore 

quickly and repor t ing any unnecessary w ast age of  w at er . 

 

 

WHAT TO DO 

 Make up a survey for  st udent s and st af f  about  t heir  at t it ude and use o f  

w at er  around t he schoo l.  Don’t  m ake it  t oo com plicat ed - for  exam ple 

p ick t en im por t ant  quest ions t o ask. 

 Analyse t hese result s and m ake up a repor t  about  t hem . 

 Make post ers t o put  in  areas around t he schoo l w here w at er  is being 

used. 

 Put  not ices on t he daily new s sheet  and In Touch. 

 Repor t  your  f ind ings back t o  t he class. 
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